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decides that the particular rule that lands purchased by an
alien are forfeited to the crown was not so introduced.

The statute 9 Geo. IV. c. 74 applies to the adminis-
tration of criminal justice in the Supreme Courts, and
abolishes amongst other. things  benefit  of clergy and
many technicalities as to indictments,  &c.    This is a
distinct legislative recognition of* the doctrine that in
1828 English criminal law was in force in the Presidency
towns, but it was certainly not introduced generally by
any earlier enactment subsequent to the Regulating Act
and the Charter of the Supreme Court, though several
other acts, e.g. the Charter Act of 1813, contained special
provisions on the subject, and it is equally certain that it
was not introduced for the first time in 1774.    The ques-
tion therefore is, at what time was the criminal law of
England, so far as it was suitable to local circumstances,
introduced into Calcutta?    Was it introduced in 1661
by the letters patent of Charles II. ? or in 1726 by the
letters patent by which the Mayor's Court was estab-
lished ?   or by the letters patent of 1753, which were
issued when the patent of 1726 was surrendered ? or in
1774 by the Charter of the Supreme Court ?    If I were
to consider this question wholly apart from the later de-
cisions bearing upon it, I should say that it was originally
introduced to some extent in 1661, but that the later
Charters of 1726, 1753, and 1774 must be regarded as
acts of legislative authority whereby it was re-introduced
on three successive occasions, as it stood at the three
periods mentioned.   When so introduced I think it would
-extend to all persons locally within the jurisdiction, from
the time when the East India Company began in fact to
exercise exclusive powers of government there, and at all
events from 1757, when they expelled and conquered